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t one time, 100,000 grizzly bears (Ursus arctos horribilis) roamed the 
now lower 48 states. Evolving on the flat treeless spaces of the 
Great Plains, with little or no cover, they learned to stand and fight 
in the face of danger. 

Now the grizzly bear fights another danger: extinction, with fewer than 
1,000 animals found almost exclusively in some 10 million acres of Idaho, 
Montana, Washington and Wyoming. 

The grizzly bear is just one of the 100 photographs of threatened and 
endangered species at the center of this extraordinary exhibit, “Witness: 
Endangered Species of North America,” here at the Academy. Freelance 
photographer David Liittschwager and Academy photography chair Susan 
Middleton will present a slide/lecture program on their techniques in pre- 
serving these endangered species on film, and their experiences in zig- 
zagging across the country over a period of 27 months. 
The photographers’ message is simple: this exquis- 
ite array of flora and fauna will disappear forever if 
something isn’t done to preserve their habitat. 

A book-signing will follow the lecture in Cowell 
Hall — copies will be available for purchase in the 
Academy bookstore. 

Please present your membership card at the Academy en- 
trance and again at the auditorium. This members meeting 


is provided as a benefit of membership and thus is only open 
to Academy members. 


Dong Lin 


Junior Leademy Offers 
Holiday Workshopa 


For the winter break, the Junior Academy will 
offer science and art classes for ages six to 18, 
including a new Internet class for those 12 to 18. 

Classes will begin December 19 and end 
December 30. These popular half-day classes will 
be available to Junior Academy members on a 
first-come, first-serve basis, so sign up early! For 
a catalog of offerings, please call 750-7100. 
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Academy Open 6-9 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 14 


We'd like to give you something special for the 
holidays, for members only. In addition to the 
members meeting at 7:30 p.m., we'll open the 
Academy from 6-9 p.m. for an evening of shopping 
with a special discount of 15 percent in the Acad- 
emy Store (normally 10 percent). You'll have the 
Opportunity to have all your purchases beautifully 
gift wrapped using recycled materials. 

The cafe will be open from 6-8 p.m. for a hot 
dinner, as well as the whole main floor of the 
Academy. 

Take home a special gift after making $25 in 
purchases from the store. Please stop by the mem- 
bership booth in Cowell Hall to pick up your gift. 
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An Academy membership is a wonderful gift idea 
for everyone on your list. Buy a membership in 
any category and receive a grizzly bear T-shirt 
honoring the Academy’s newest exhibit, “Witness: 
Endangered Species of North America.” This is a 
limited offer only for new members and can be 
purchased and picked up at the membership 
booth at the main entrance. Offer is available from 
Thanksgiving Day to Christmas Day. 


SSS oS SSS 
Members Thank You Gift 


Stop by the membership booth between December 
1—25 to receive a complimentary poster. 

We thank all our members for their continued 
support, and wish you the happiest of holidays, 
and the best in 1995. 
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SPECIAL LECTURES 
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Fresh From the Field: Dr. Karesh 


Fourth in a Series of Lectures by Internationally 
Recognized Conservationists, Co-Sponsored by 
the Wildlife Conservation Society 


It’s not the sort of job everyone would 
want, but Dr. William Karesh relishes being 
the vet on call for the Wildlife Conservation 
Society’s 270 field projects in 41 countries 
around the world. Dr. Karesh directs the 
world’s first Field Veterinary Program, 
which augments ongoing international 
conservation efforts. The program deals 
with current health problems in wildlife 
populations and provides information 
essential to effective conservation planning. 
Karesh has conducted 25 projects in 12 
countries, collecting material on wild animal 
diseases, genetics, and nutrition, and 
contributed to field biologists’ work with 
peccaries, tapirs, okapis, orangutans, fur 
seals, golden jackals, and a host of other 
species. Dr. Karesh will talk about new 
veterinarian approaches and his experiences 
working with wildlife around the world. 


Wednesday, Dec. 7— 7:30 p.m. 
$6 members/$8 nonmembers 


Prickly Pursuit 
The echidna, a unique marsupial found 
only in Australia and New Guinea, is one 
of the earth’s oldest surviving mammals. 
Science only became aware of this solitary 
creature in 
the last 200 
years of its 
150 million 
year exist- 
egcerseae 

Dr. 
Peggy 
Rismiller has been conducting the first 
nationwide echidna watch in Australia. She 
has been living and working full time in 
the field with the short-beaked animal 
since late 1990. The project examines the 
life history of this elusive, egg-laying 
mammal in its natural habitat from egg to 
adult. This is the first attempt at long-term 
monitoring of individual animals — echid- 
nas have never been “user friendly.” 

This slide-illustrated lecture is co- 
sponsored by Earthwatch. 


Tuesday, Jan. 10— 7:30 p.m. 
$6 members/$8 nonmembers 


Special lectures are presented in the 
auditorium. Use order form for tickets. For 
more information, call 750-7128. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 
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Will Future Exploration of Mars 
be Remote-Controlled? 


Lecture: Having stepped upon the surface 
of the moon, humankind’s next logical stop 
in space is Mars. We hear of 
plans for human explora- 
tion and we visualize 
astronauts exploring the 
red planet. However, the 
first “explorers” may in 
reality be Telepresence 
Controlled Remotely Operated Mars Rovers. 

Dr. Carol Stoker, a planetary scientist at 
NASA-Ames, is currently leading a project 
to develop virtual reality technology used 
in the operation of remote vehicles for the 
exploration of planetary surfaces. She has 
conducted field experiments here on Earth, 
including two expeditions to Antarctica in 
1992 and 1993 to explore permanently ice- 
covered underwater environments. 

Dr. Stoker will discuss the future use of 
virtual reality and telepresence as new tools 
for space exploration as part of the Plane- 
tarium’s Benjamin Dean Lecture Series. 


Tuesday, Dec. 6 —7:30 p.m. 
Tickets, $2 each 


For advance tickets, use the order form. Tickets are 
available at the door on a standby basis. Call 750- 
7141, for more information. This concludes the fall 
series of the Benjamin Dean lectures. The spring 
series to be announced. 
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Christmas Star Opens 


Current Sky Shows: Explore the mystery 
of the legendary starlike objects that are 


_ said to -have_appeared 2,000-years-age-in-———_} += 


our new feature sky show, “The Christmas 
Star,” beginning on Dec. 2. The planetarium 
will be open on Christmas Day with an 
extended sky show schedule. The plan- 
etarium will be closed on Dec. 1. 


December Schedule 


Sky Show / Description wkday wkend 
The Christmas Star / 

mystery of legendary stars 2pm. 2&4pm. 
(closes Jan. 8) 

Impact! / celestial collisions —  1&3pm. 
(closes Jan. 8) 

StarTalk /tour of the night sky =— 12 p.m. 
Touch the Stars /a family show =—— 11am. 


For more information, call 750-7141. 


The Wet Season 


The wet season brings the 
renewal of life: sprouting 
of seeds, filling of ponds, 
the bursting of mushrooms, 
and migrations of amphibians 
to their breeding ponds. Join instructor Greg 
de Nevers for an adventure at the Academy’s 
Pepperwood Ranch Natural Preserve in 
Sonoma County, exploring the wonders of 
the world when it is wet. Open to children 
age six and up. 
Saturday, Dec. 10— 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Cost: members are $25 adults/$20 children; 


nonmembers are $30 adults/$25 children 
(Does not include transportation) 


Insects Up Close 


Parents and children team up as researchers 
in this hands-on laboratory class to study the 
largest group of animals — insects. Roberta 
Brett will talk about beneficial and destruc- 
tive insects, the 
important role 
they play in our 
lives, and how 
to create your own insect collection. You'll 
get a special tour the Academy’s entomology 
collection. Open to children nine and up. 
Saturday, Jan. 21 — 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 


Cost: members are $20 adults/$15 children; 
nonmembers are $25 adults/$20 children 


For more information on these and other courses offered through the adult and 
family education program, call the education department at 750-7100. 
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Tickets for each program are $12 for Academy m 
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Set Sail with Westwind Folk Ensemble 


Travel all over the world with the Westwind Folk 
Ensemble! This bright and lively dance concert 
takes audiences on an exploration of world 
ports through dance. Setting “sail” from New 
England to ports in Africa, Eastern Europe, the 
MidEast, Asia/Pacific and then back to the Appa- 
lachians in the United States, Westwind Folk En- 
semble explores multicultural dance forms. 


Sunday, Dec. 28 — 1 p.m. 


SATIONS 


This family series, presented by Young Audiences, is free after general admission. 
Call (415) 863-1719, for more information. 
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‘Dr. George Scballer 
sonversa- 

‘few archeologists in the world who doubles 
of the breathtaking finds of recent years. 
where he helped develop the first national 

histories for Kenya and Zambia. (The Time 
Detectives, Return to Babylon, Archeology: 
A Brief Introduction) 

Galen Rowell, Monday, April 3 — in 
conversation with Joe Brennan. Rowell pio- 
neered a special brand of participatory land- 
scape photography where the photographer 
is a direct participant in the events being 
photographed. (Mountain Light, My Tibet) 

John Gribbin, Tuesday, April 25 — in 
conversation with Rusty Schweickart. One 
of the world’s leading science writers and 
astrophysicists, Gribbin’s best-selling works 
include a three-part series on the great sci- 
entific developments of the twentieth cen- 
tury. Un Search of Schrodinger’s Cat, In 
Search of the Double Helix, In Search of 
the Big Bang) 

Elizabeth Marshall Thomas, Thurs- 
day, May 18 — in conversation with Dr. 
Philip Zimbardo. Her lifelong work in an- 
thropology has given Thomas an instinct for 
grasping the subtleties and complexities of 
animal behavior. (The Hidden Life of Dogs, 
The Tribe of Tiger) 


ed at the Herbst Theatre at 401 Van Ness Av- 
‘tures and is made possible by grants from The 
da Goldman Fund. 


Information 

mbers and $15 for nonmembers. Series tickets for 
abers (subscription orders will be given priority 
urge of $1 per ticket (one season ticket equals one 
credit card number with self-addressed, stamped 
Suite 402, San Francisco, CA 94108. For more 
>) 392-4400. my 


ACADEMY TRAVEL 


A Photo Safari to France 


Designed to inspire the imagination, you'll 
explore and photograph southern France’s 
most beautiful landscape with “Witness” 
photographer Susan Middleton. You'll see 
the colorful oxide quarries of Roussillon, 
the Feria in Arles, and a three-day baccha- 
nalian Pascal ritual revolving around the 
opening of the bullfighting season. 

The pace of the tour will allow ample 
time for photography. However, no pho- 
tographic experience is necessary and those 
traveling without a camera will still appreci- 
ate the magical scenery of southern France, 
the museums and neighborhoods of Paris. 
April 7-23 
Cost: $5,590 per person (double occupancy) 
plus airfare 


Colorado Rafting Adventure 
Your adventure on the awe-inspiring 
Colorado River with Greg de Nevers 
begins at Lees Ferry in Marble Canyon 
and carries you through 200 miles of 
magnificent scenery: sheer canyon walls, 
thundering rapids, fern-filled grottos, 
Anasazi petroglyphs and hidden water- 
falls. At trip’s end below Lava Falls, you'll 
ascend to the canyon rim by helicopter 
and a scenic airplane ride will return you 
to the point of departure. 

Novice and seasoned outdoor enthusi- 
asts from nine to 90 will enjoy the beauti- 
ful sandy beaches of each evening’s camp. 


June 21-28 
Cost: $1,900 per person (double occupancy) 
plus airfare 


The Grenadines, Windward 


& Leeward Islands 


Tracing the route first charted by 
Christopher Columbus in the 1400s, 
your cruise aboard the Yorktown 
Clipper will focus on the remote, 
less accessible islands — anchoring 
in tiny yacht harbors and secluded bays. 
You'll visit Anguilla with its pristine white 
sand beaches, Dominica with its luxuriant 
rain forest, the French speaking Iles des 
Saintes (a small cluster of remote islands 
near Guadeloupe), St. Lucia with the 
distinctive twin Piton mountains, St. Kitts 
(the Gibraltar of the Caribbean), Saba, 
Grenada and Antigua. 
March 7-17 


Cost: Berth prices range from $2,600 to $3,900 
(double occupancy) plus airfare 


For more information and detailed itineraries 
on these and other 1995 tours, please call the travel 
office at 750-7348. If you have any ideas for tours 
you would like to see offered in 1996, 
please give us a call. 


TRADITIONAL ARTS 


ss 
Egyptian Dance 


Amina Goodyear and the Aswan Dancers 
perform Egyptian folk dances, including a 
stick dance from Luxor called saidi, a 
Nubian beledy-style dance, and a typical 
cabaret belly dance from Cairo. 


Sat., Dec. 3 — 1 to 2 p.m. (Auditorium) 


String Band 


The Limberjim Bartz 
Band plays a medley 
of old-time carols 
and other Yuletide 
favorites on a variety 
of instruments — 
fiddle, button accor- 
dion, banjo, mando- 
lin, harmonica and guitar — enhanced with a 
sampling of Jim’s clogging. The performance 
also features the rhythmic beat of the limber- 
jack puppet, or clog doll, which is part 
dancing doll, part musical instrument, often 
found in traditional Appalachian string bands. 


Sat., Dec. 10— 1 to 2 p.m. (Auditorium) 


Special Holiday Concert 


Members of the Deutscher Musik Verein 
brass band return to the Academy for their 
annual concert of Christmas music from 
around the world. Get in the Holiday spirit 
and join us in a multicultural program that 
celebrates the joyous sounds of the season. 
Sat., Dec. 10 — 2:30 p.m. (African Hall) 


Explore cultural traditions from around the world. 
Free after general admission. Call 750-7164, 
for more information. 
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Caring About Water 
Proud parents viewed prize-winning 

artwork at the “Show You Care About 

Water” poster contest at the Academy on 
September 17. Sponsored by Chevron, this 

annual contest recognizes artwork on an 

environmental theme. Katy Tang won 

first prize in the 9-12 age group. 
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THE 
ACADEMY y 
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Karesh / Dec. 7 


SUNDAY MONDAY 
CONVERSATIONS & READINGS 
AT THE HERBST 


Series tickets now on sale for this popular Academy 
lecture series presented at the Herbst Theatre. 
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Thursdays in Wild 
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Academy is open 
and 12:30, 2:30 
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Extended sky show and 4:30 p.m. 
schedule in the every day 
planetarium. 
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or this holiday season purchase the classic and timeless beauty of glass. From 
rich cobalt blue or lustrous black, to emerald green or fiery red. From vases 
and paperweights, to animals and globes. From fun and contemporary, to 
elegant and timeless. Glass sculpture from the Academy Store is the perfect gift to 
enrich and enliven any interior! 
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UPCOMING MEMBERS MEETINGS 


JANUARY DATES TO REMEMBER 
Jan. 8 - “Impact!” and “The Christmas Star” sky shows close (Planetarium Shows) 
Jan. 10 - Prickly Pursuit (Special Lectures) 
Jan. 17 - A Look at California’s Astronomical Roots (Planetarium Lecture) 


Jan. 11 - Geology, with Dr. Jean De Mouthe 
Feb. 8 - Alaska Wilderness, with Debbie Miller 
Mar. 22 - Africa, with Dr. Robert Drewes 


